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Will the House suspend the rules and

pass said bill?
The SPEAKER pro tempore, Mr.

MAZZOLI, announced that two-thirds
of the Members present had voted in
the affirmative.

So, two-thirds of the Members
present having voted in favor thereof,
the rules were suspended and said bill
was passed.

A motion to reconsider the vote
whereby the rules were suspended and
said bill was passed was, by unanimous
consent, laid on the table.

Ordered, That the Clerk notify the
Senate thereof.

T119.41 BATTERED WOMEN TESTIMONY

Mr. HUGHES moved to suspend the
rules and pass the bill (H.R. 1252) to au-
thorize the State Justice Institute to
analyze and disseminate information
regarding the admissibility and quality
of testimony of witnesses with exper-
tise relating to battered women, and to
develop and disseminate training mate-
rials to increase the use of such experts
to provide testimony in criminal trials
of battered women, particularly in
cases involving indigent women; as
amended.

The SPEAKER pro tempore, Mr.
MAZZOLI, recognized Mr. HUGHES
and Mr. MOORHEAD, each for 20 min-
utes.

After debate,
The question being put, viva voce,
Will the House suspend the rules and

pass said bill, as amended?
The SPEAKER pro tempore, Mr.

HAYES of Illinois, announced that
two-thirds of the Members present had
voted in the affirmative.

So, two-thirds of the Members
present having voted in favor thereof,
the rules were suspended and said bill,
as amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider the vote
whereby the rules were suspended and
said bill, as amended, was passed was,
by unanimous consent, laid on the
table.

Ordered, That the Clerk request the
concurrence of the Senate in said bill.

T119.42 CHILD CUSTODY LITIGATION

Mr. HUGHES moved to suspend the
rules and pass the bill (H.R. 1253) to
amend the State Justice Institute Act
of 1984 to carry out research, and de-
velop judicial training curricula, relat-
ing to child custody litigation.

The SPEAKER pro tempore, Mr.
HAYES of Illinois, recognized Mr.
HUGHES and Mr. MOORHEAD, each
for 20 minutes.

After debate,
The question being put, viva voce,
Will the House suspend the rules and

pass said bill?
The SPEAKER pro tempore, Mr.

HAYES of Illinois, announced that
two-thirds of the Members present had
voted in the affirmative.

So, two-thirds of the Members
present having voted in favor thereof,
the rules were suspended and said bill
was passed.

A motion to reconsider the vote
whereby the rules were suspended and

said bill was passed was, by unanimous
consent, laid on the table.

Ordered, That the Clerk request the
concurrence of the Senate in said bill.

T119.43 DOMESTIC VIOLENCE TESTIMONY

Mr. HUGHES moved to suspend the
rules and agree to the following con-
current resolution (H. Con. Res. 89):

Whereas State criminal courts often fail to
admit expert testimony offered by a defend-
ant concerning the nature and effect of phys-
ical, sexual, and mental abuse to assist the
trier of fact in assessing the behavior, be-
liefs, or perceptions of such defendant in a
domestic relationship in which abuse has oc-
curred;

Whereas the average juror often has little
understanding of the nature and effect of do-
mestic violence on such a defendant’s behav-
ior, beliefs, or perceptions, and the lack of
understanding can result in the juror blam-
ing the woman for her victimization;

Whereas the average juror is often unaware
that victims of domestic violence are fre-
quently in greater danger of violence after
they terminate or attempt to terminate do-
mestic relationship with their abuser;

Whereas myths, misconceptions, and vic-
tim-blaming attitudes are often held not
only by the average layperson but also many
in the criminal justice system, insofar as the
criminal justice system traditionally has
failed to protect women from violence at the
hands of men;

Whereas specialized knowledge of the na-
ture and effect of domestic violence is suffi-
ciently established to have gained the gen-
eral acceptance which is required for the ad-
missibility of expert testimony;

Whereas although both men and women
can be victims of physical, sexual, and men-
tal abuse by their partners in domestic rela-
tionship, the most frequent victims are
women; and

Whereas a women is more likely to be as-
saulted and injured, raped, or killed by her
current or former male partner than by any
other type of assailant, and over one-half of
all women murdered are killed by their cur-
rent or former male partners: Now, there-
fore, be it

Revolved by the House of Representatives (the
Senate concurring), That it is the sense of
Congress that—

(1) expert testimony concerning the nature
and effect of domestic violence, including de-
scriptions of the experiences of battered
women, should be admissible when offered in
a State court by a defendant in a criminal
case to assist the trier of fact in understand-
ing the behavior, beliefs, or perceptions of
such defendant in a domestic relationship in
which abuse has occurred;

(2) a witness should be qualified to testify
as an expert witness based upon her or his
knowledge, skill, experience, training, or
education, and should be permitted to testify
in the form of an opinion or otherwise and

(3) a domestic relationship about which
such expert testimony should be admissible
includes relationships between spouses,
former spouses, cohabitants, former cohabi-
tants, partners or former partners, and be-
tween persons who are in, or have been in, a
dating, courtship, or intimate relationship.

The SPEAKER pro tempore, Mr.
HAYES of Illinois, recognized Mr.
HUGHES and Mr. MOORHEAD, each
for 20 minutes.

After debate,
The question being put, viva voce,
Will the House suspend the rules and

agree to said concurrent resolution?
The SPEAKER pro tempore, Mr.

HAYES of Illinois, announced that

two-thirds of the Members present had
voted in the affirmative.

So, two-thirds of the Members
present having voted in favor thereof,
the rules were suspended and said con-
current resolution was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider the vote
whereby the rules were suspended and
said concurrent resolution was agreed
to was, by unanimous consent, laid on
the table.

Ordered, That the Clerk request the
concurrence of the Senate in said con-
current resolution.

T119.44 LATE PAYMENT OF MAINTENANCE
FEES

Mr. HUGHES moved to suspend the
rules and pass the bill (H.R. 5328) to
amend title 35, United States Code,
with respect to the late payment of
maintenance fees, and for other pur-
poses; as amended.

The SPEAKER pro tempore, Mr.
HAYES of Illinois, recognized Mr.
HUGHES and Mr. MOORHEAD, each
for 20 minutes.

After debate,
The question being put, viva voce,
Will the House suspend the rules and

pass said bill, as amended?
The SPEAKER pro tempore, Mr.

MAZZOLI, announced that two-thirds
of the Members present had voted in
the affirmative.

So, two-thirds of the Members
present having voted in favor thereof,
the rules were suspended and said bill,
as amended, was passed.

By unanimous consent, the title was
amended so as to read: ‘‘A bill to
amend title 35, United States Code,
with respect to the late payment of
maintenance fees.’’.

A motion to reconsider the votes
whereby the rules were suspended and
said bill, as amended, was passed and
the title was amended was, by unani-
mous consent, laid on the table.

Ordered, That the Clerk request the
concurrence of the Senate in said bill.

T119.45 FEDERAL COURTS
ADMINISTRATION

Mr. HUGHES moved to suspend the
rules and pass the bill (H.R. 5933) to im-
plement the recommendations of the
Federal Courts Study Committee, and
for other purposes; as amended.

The SPEAKER pro tempore, Mr.
MAZZOLI, recognized Mr. HUGHES
and Mr. MOORHEAD, each for 20 min-
utes.

After debate,
The question being put, viva voce,
Will the House suspend the rules and

pass said bill, as amended?
The SPEAKER pro tempore, Mr.

MAZZOLI, announced that two-thirds
of the Members present had voted in
the affirmative.

So, two-thirds of the Members
present having voted in favor thereof,
the rules were suspended and said bill,
as amended, was passed.

On motion of Mr. HUGHES, by unani-
mous consent, the Committee on the
Judiciary was discharged from further
consideration of the bill of the Senate
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